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Question: 1 
   
As used in the passage, what does the word "depressed" most nearly mean? 
 
A. Very unhappy 
B. Decreased appreciably 
C. Exhaled hard 
D. Pushed down 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
"Depressed" is used in the passage to describe how a plunger is pushed down to make it 
work. "Very unhappy" is not an action, and it is also not logical for the plunger to be decreased, so 
choices A and B can be eliminated. The passage also says that when the plunger is depressed, air 
moves. If the user exhaled on the plunger, this would not cause the air inside the cup to move, so 
choice C is incorrect. 

Question: 2 
   
Which word in the passage shows that the plunger is depressed and air is pushed out at the same time? 
 
A. Out 
B. Continued 
C. As 
D. Causes 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
As is the only word of these choices that indicates that or more events are happening 
simultaneously. Out is a preposition, and it does not indicate the sequence of events. Continued can 
describe the duration of an event, but it does not show the order of events. Causes can indicate the 
order of events, as an event that causes an effect must occur first, but it does not show that two 
events happened at the same time. 

Question: 3 
   
This passage describes characters' feelings in Madame Butterfly as all of the following 
EXCEPT: 
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A. Romantic 
B. Poignant 
C. Tragic 
D. Musical 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Although this passage describes an opera, the feelings experienced by the characters would 
not be considered musical. The passage does mention that the American officer falls in love with 
Butterfly, so it is reasonable to describe the characters' feelings as romantic. Poignant and tragic 
both refer to feelings of intense emotional distress, which are expressed through both Butterfly and 
the officer's reactions at the end of the passage. These terms clearly describe the characters' 
feelings, making musical the correct answer. 

Question: 4 
   
What is the purpose of the italicized text in the passage? 
 
A. To show Madame Butterfly’s thoughts 
B. To emphasize an idea 
C. To format a heading 
D. To indicate the title of the opera 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
The passage is describing the events of an opera titled Madame Butterfly. The opera title is 
given in the first sentence of the passage, and since an opera is a major work, its title should be 
italicized in typed text. The first sentence simply gives the name of the opera and the writer, it does 
not introduce an important idea or a section heading, so choices B and C are incorrect. None of the 
characters thoughts or dialogue are quoted in the passage, so choice A is also incorrect. 

Question: 5 
   
According to the passage, which of the following are reasons an audio recording device can be superior 
to taking notes by hand during an interview? (Select all that apply.) 
 
A. A recording device may be low on batteries without the journalist noticing. 
B. Efficient, legible note-taking is a difficult skill to master. 
C. The journalist has to look away from the interview subject to write notes. 
D. Recording devices capture only what is said, ignoring non-verbal cues. 
E. Taking notes by hand does not require any advanced technology. 
 

Answer: B,C     
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Explanation: 
The passage mentions advantages and disadvantages to both processes. Note-taking is 
described as being difficult to do efficiently and legibly, and it carries with it the necessity for 
frequently looking away from the interview subject. Choices A and E, on the other hand, are reasons 
that note-taking may be superior to audio recording. Technology can fail unexpectedly, causing 
information to be lost. Choice D alludes to a potential drawback of both methods, namely that non- 
verbal cues may be missed. 

Question: 6 
   
Which of the following are examples of body language or non-verbal cues as described in the passage? 
(Select all that apply.) 
 
A. A surprised look 
B. Rubbing hands together 
C. A quiet answer 
D. An angry expression 
E. A trembling voice 
F. A nodding head 
 

Answer: A,B,D,F     
 
Explanation: 
In the passage, the first paragraph gives two examples of body language when it 
describes an interview subject closing his eyes and trembling slightly. A surprised look rubbing 
hands together, an angry expression, and a nodding head are all examples of body language or non- 
verbal cues that could be missed if the journalist is looking down to take notes instead of looking at 
the interview subject. A quiet answer would be heard rather than seen, as would a trembling voice. 

Question: 7 
   
Which statement from the passage best supports the conclusion that taking notes and recording audio 
during an interview is a good practice for journalists? 
 
A. Journalists often use a recording device to capture the audio transcript of an interview with a subject. 
B. Relying on a recording device is not without troubles, however. 
C. As a result, a portion of an interview can be lost without anyway to reclaim it. 
D. This dual-note method means that most of the time, a wise journalist has good resources to use as he 
or she writes the article draft. 
 

Answer: D     
 
Explanation: 
Choice D states that wise journalists both record audio and take hand-written notes during 
interviews so that they have a backup resource in case the recording or notes are not reliable. 
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Choice A simply states the purpose of recording devices but does not give enough information to 
support the conclusion that journalists should both record audio and take notes. Choices B and C 
show that recording audio is not always reliable, but neither of these choices shows why it is a good 
practice. 

Question: 8 
   
Which title is the best choice for this passage? 
 
A. "The Art of Writing Notes" 
B. "Conducting an Interview" 
C. "Recording an Interview" 
D. "Problems with Interviews" 
 

Answer: C     
 
Explanation: 
"Recording an Interview” is relevant to each section of the passage. The passage includes 
details related to writing notes, but since this is not the main idea, choice A is not the best choice. 
Conducting an interview is only one part of interviewing, so choice B is too broad for this passage. 
The passage also only talks about problems that occur when taking notes, not problems with 
interviews in general, so choice D is also not the best title. 

Question: 9 
   
Which of the following best describes the data represented by this scatterplot? 

 
 
A. This is a linear association with a positive correlation between bivariate data. 
B. This is a linear association with a negative correlation between bivariate data. 
C. This is a nonlinear association between bivariate data. 
D. There is no association between the bivariate data. 
 

Answer: C     
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Explanation: 
The data points in this scatter plot form a curve. This is a nonlinear association. Therefore, choice C is 
correct. 

Question: 10 
   
If Stella's current weight is 56 kilograms, which of the following is her approximate weight in pounds? 
(Note: I kilogram is approximately equal to 2.2 pounds.) 
 
A. 123 pounds 
B. 110 pounds 
C. 156 pounds 
D. 137 pounds 
 

Answer: A     
 
Explanation: 
To find the correct answer, multiply Stella's weight in kilograms by the conversion factor for kilograms to 
pounds. 
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